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Important Dates:

October 12 Columbus Day
(no school)

October 13 Teacher Institute
(no school)

October 14-16 Homecoming Week

October 17 Homecoming Dance

From the Desk of Dan Goggins:

Please join us on Tues-
day, October 27th, for
our Cougar Caravan. At
this time parents, guardi-
ans, and community
members are invited to
join me for a view of a
typical school day and
then an opportunity to sit
down, talk, and ask
questions about PSHS.
There will be two differ-
ent sessions throughout
the day.

Session1 9:12-10:00
Tour the school and see
classes in progress.

10:00 — 10:30 Sit and
talk about PSHS.
Session 2 1:23 — 2:00
Tour the school and see
classes in progress.
2:00 — 2:30 Sit and talk
about PSHS.

If you are interested,
please contact Janet
Fazio, principal secre-
tary, at 577-5528. Be
prepared to let her know
the session you will be
attending. Meet in the
main office.

IT'S ALL ABOUT WORDS

The philosophy of the
PSHS Media Center is
that it is the “hub within
the educational commu-
nity committed to col-
laborative teaching tech-
niques that foster and
promote information lit-
eracy, reading and life-
long learning skills...”
Literacy is the key com-
ponent in our statement-
Specifically reading liter-
acy. To support our
push, for reading sKills,
the PSHS instructional
services team has cre-
ated a web site entitled
“It’s All About Words”

http:pshswordplay.blogs
pot.com). Each day, a
WORD of the day and a
WORDLE of the day are
posted. The WORD of
the day is simply that: a
word that is among
those ACT and SAT
have identified as the
most frequently missed
words on standardized
tests. The WORDLE
each day is a “cloud” of
words created around a
theme. All of the words
in the cloud have some-
thing in common. The
question is WHAT? Stu-
dents are encouraged to

Did you know cougars
can leap vertically over
16 feet, and horizontally
more than 45 feet? That
means they could jump
over a school bus the
long way. No wonder
it's so hard to keep them
in their seats. It's good
to be a cougar! Have a
great school year!

use critical thinking skills
to find the commonality.
The answer is posted at
approximately 3:00pm
daily. All classrooms are
encouraged to incorpo-
rate one or both as a
classroom activity. Our
greater PSHS commu-
nity is welcome to play
along- check out the site
and see what you can
find and learn. The “It's
All About Words” site is
linked from our main
home page-front and
center with each day’s
WORD of the day.


http://pshswordplay.blogspot.com
http://pshswordplay.blogspot.com
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A mind once
stretched by a new
idea never regains its
original dimensions.”

- Anonymous

PHYSICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

The Plainfield South
Physical Education,
Health, and Drivers Edu-
cation Department would
like to spot light the
Sports Medicine class of-
fered to juniors and sen-
iors. The sports medicine
course is taught by Ms.
Pam Brand, a retired cer-
tified athletic trainer.
This physical education
elective incorporates fit-
ness club activity days on
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
then a classroom/lab cur-
riculum on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.
The Plainfield South High
School Sports Medicine

class is structured to give
insight in future occupa-
tions and exposure to cur-

rent topics related to the
medical field.

ﬁﬂ

Under the instruction and
supervision of a Certified
Athletic Trainer, students
will be introduced to ath-
letic training, biomechan-
ics, and exercise physiol-
ogy, the practice of sports
medicine relative to the
athlete, physical therapy,
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sports nutrition, and
sports psychology. If the
student chooses not to
pursue an occupation in
the health field, the
knowledge and skills can
still be used in daily liv-
ing. The Sports Medicine
Program will also give
students the opportunity
to learn and process aca-
demics from within the
classroom and apply it
immediately in a practical
means. Practical skills
include taping, wrapping,
bracing, basic first aid
and emergency proce-
dures.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT

During the month of Oc-
tober the German Club
will celebrate German
American day, October
6th, and will have its sev-
enth annual Oktoberfest
celebration. The students
will bring German food to

share and enjoy with their
classmates, they will lis-
ten to German music and
try traditional German
dances and games, and
will create posters for
both events. Our club has
grown tremendously over

the last few years, and we
hope this year will be bet-
ter than ever - viel Gliick
und viel Spaf3!

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

NHS members have been
busy this year! We
helped out during the
Freshman Ice Cream So-
cial, and that was quite
an exciting event. The
members also participated
in our first fundraiser of
the year during curricu-
lum night by selling pop-

corn, which was ex-

tremely fun for us and
appreciated by all the
parents who bought some.
Thanks to them we raised
$125. Other activities
throughout the year in-
clude cleaning up our sec-
tion of Highway 126 (look
for the PSHS NHS signs
between Drauden and
County Line on route

126), working concessions
at Drauden Point Middle
School, helping with
babysitting for the PTO
at Meadowview Elemen-
tary, tutoring in school,
helping with the Yellow
Ribbon Run in Hammel
Woods and many, many
other school and commu-
nity activities.
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SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT

As Franklin D. Roosevelt
once said, “I do not look
upon these United States
as a finished product. We
are still in the mak-
ing.”The Social Studies
department at PSHS feels
that the 2009-2010 school
year is much like FDR’s
quote. Each student’s
education is a continuous
process. We feel that
PSHS students have
really shown the drive

that will lead to success as
they continue their educa-
tional journey. As the
first six week grading pe-
riod comes to a close, the
Social Studies department
is proud of the way that
our students have per-
formed. The department
is in the process of imple-
menting the new curricu-
lum that was developed
over the past year, and
the transition has gone

well. In closing, the de-
partment wants to en-
courage all of the stu-
dent’s at PSHS to take
advantage of the time
that teachers have set up
to give extra help. As
always, it’s good to be a
cougar!!

TEEN READ WEEK

TEEN READ WEEK
2009:

The PSHS media center
will celebrate this special

week with many planned
activities. Here are just a
few!

October 19 Monday - cof-
fee and doughnuts for stu-
dents in the media center
(7:30 a.m.-8:10 a.m.)

October 20t Tuesday — vis-
iting author Cinda Wil-
liams Chima will present
to our English classes.
Ms. Chima has written
many novels for teens
such as: Warrior Heir.

October 21 Wednesday-
Challenge Test for teach-
ers and students.

October 227 Thursday-
Pumpkin Decorating Con-
test entries due and Chal-
lenge Contest winners are
announced.

October 23+ Friday-
Pumpkins Decorating
Contest winners an-
nounced.

OFFICE OF CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

September has been a
busy month for us. We
welcomed our freshman
and their families at our
2nd annual Freshman Kick
-off Party on September
16. Over two-hundred
people enjoyed ice cream
and a DJ for a couple of
hours. On September
23rd, we hosted our first
Advanced Placement In-
formation Night for par-

ents of AP students. One
hundred participants

learned general informa-

tion about AP courses,
instructors, and exams.
We also explained the

value of rigorous course-

work in preparing stu-
dents for the academic
challenges of college and
the in the admission proc-
ess for college. We were
happy to announce the

opportunity for parents to
pay for exams this year
by making cash deposits
throughout the year as
opposed to paying a large
sum of money when the
exam registration is due
next spring. Ifinterested
in depositing money to
pay for your student’s AP
exam(s), please contact
Scott Albright at 815-577-
5577 for more informa-
tion.
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What we want is to
see the child in
pursuit of
knowledge, and not

knowledge in
pursuit of the child."
--George Bernard
Shaw




Page 4
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fi'lmagination is more
important than
knowledge.
Knowledge is limited.

Imagination encircles
the world."
-- Albert Einstein

MATH DEPARTMENT

To further their understand-
ing of Piecewise Functions,
students in Mrs. Singler, Mr.
Erickson, and Mr. Allen's
Precalculus classes com-
pleted a project in which
they drew jack-o-lantern
faces on a coordinate plane.
Students then identified the
ordered pairs of the end-
points of each line segment
and wrote the equations of
each line that created their
jack-o-lantern. Students
also found the domains of
each line.Mr .
classes are gearing up to play
Who Wants To Be A Mil-

lionaire. This is a game to

review solving equations.
The students are given life-
lines, one includes being able
to call another math class to
ask for help.The Freshmen
Math teachers did Bungee
Barbie in their Algebra 2
Honors classes. The stu-
dents had to use collected
data to form an equation
and a line of best fit to pre-
dict the number of rubber
bands their Barbie doll
would need to bungee jump
off of the second floor stair-

Br z u s iwell safely.Mr. Rayola's Al-

gebra 1 classes went on a
treasure hunt last Fri-
day. The students were
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given treasure maps and
equations. The students
solved the equations in
which the answers were the
coordinates of the treasure
that was hidden in the class-
room. The PSHS Math Team
has broken a membership
record. 54 students repre-
senting the freshman
through senior class have
joined so far, making it the
strongest team in PSHS his-
tory! Membership is still
open at all levels, especially
freshmen. We are looking
forward to another success-
ful year of math competi-
tion.

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

A Day in the Field - AP En-

vironmental students gain

Field Ecology experience at
Pilcher Park:Last Friday, 55
Plainfield South AP Envi-
ronmental Science students
practiced a comprehensive
variety of field study activi-
ties at Pilcher Park in Joliet.
Led by South AP teachers
Patrick and Samantha
Scanlan and Cyndi Duda,
Environmental Education
Specialist from the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service, the
field investigations included
Forest Ecology and Energy
Transfer, Water Quality and
Hydrology, and Forest Suc-
cession and Field Identifica-
tion. "It was a great day,"
said student Ashley Maki.
"We did a really interesting
chemical analysis of the
stream water with Mrs.
Scanlan and could see the
ecological impact of the
chemicals in the water on

the surrounding area."
"Cyndi was very knowledge-
able about the structure of
the forest and how the can-
opy is formed over time."
said Chris Eurich.The field
trip was the first in a series
of trips for the AP Environ-
mental class. Students inter-
ested in adding AP Environ-
mental Science to their
schedule next year should
contact their counselor.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE

Miss Keller’s Clothing,
Textiles & Fashion I class
has been sewing aprons to
be worn at a charity event
for Cornerstone Services,
Inc. of Joliet. The charity
mainly aims to help indi-
viduals with disabilities
became independent. The
aprons will be worn by
local CEO’s at the annual

CEO Luncheon. The
aprons are tuxedo themed
and the CEO’s must wear
them while serving their
tables. Later this semes-
ter the clothing students
will also sew pajama
pants as well as another
project.
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CONSUMER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION:
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Business Education

Entrepreneurship: Stu-

dents in this class are en-
thusiastic about learning
all aspects of owning their
own business one day.
Students have completed
their resumes, have cre-
ated an attractive busi-
ness web site and are now
beginning to research the
Business Plan. In the
next couple of weeks, the
former Mayer Waldorf
will be speaking to our
class about their family
ice cream shop, Gourmet
Junction, in downtown
Plainfield. Our second
speaker will be Beth Ran-
dall, owner of Joe Organ-
izer. Beth is a coach for

new organizers and works
with the National Associa-
tion of Professional Organiz-
ers. We look forward to
hearing from these successful
entrepreneurs!!

Introduction to Computer

Technology: 1t’s the end of
the first 6 weeks, and stu-
dents are just about finished
learning the keyboard by
touch. They have been
working hard and can see
major improvement in their
typing skills already. Stu-
dents are saying that they
are typing reports faster
than before. Even a few
parents have commented on
how fast their students are
typing. Way to go!!!

Orientation to Business: This

class is learning about the
different types of economic

systems of capitalism, social-
ism, and communism and
mixed. Students have com-
pleted reports on China or
India and are learning how
those countries are impact-
ing the United States econ-
omy. They have also re-
searched current events and
have seen how the health
care reform bill may influ-
ence our country. Most re-
cently, students have stud-
ied entrepreneurship and
have completed a report on
Famous Entrepreneurs.
Students not only learn
valuable information and are
thinking critically, but they
are able to demonstrate their
creativity when they pro-
duce an attractive and infor-

"The only person
who is educated is
the one who has

mational report.

learned how to

CONSUMER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION:

learn and change."
-- Carl Rogers

Technologv Education

During the month of Oc-
tober the Tech CAD stu-
dents and all Foods and
Nutrition students are
going to be collaborating
on a pumpkin carving
project. The Tech CAD
students will be designing
pictures and/or faces that
the Foods and Nutrition
students will be carving
onto the pumpkins before
they use the pumpkin to
make baked goods. Look

for pictures from this pro-

ject in next month’s news-
letter.

Sports and Entertainment
Marketing:

The Sports and Entertain-
ment Marketing students
just finished a major pro-
ject in which they devel-
oped their own products.
The students had to de-
velop the concept for the
product which included
providing a detailed ex-
planation that addressed
the product and its bene-
fits. They also discussed
who their target market

was for the product, de-

veloped a pricing scheme,
and determined the most
appropriate places to sell
their product. The stu-
dents also had to develop
a slogan and the packag-
ing for their product. Fi-
nally, the students pre-
sented their new product
concept to the class in the
form of a Power Point
presentation. The stu-
dents developed some ex-
tremely unique and inno-
vative products. They
did a fantastic job!

15—
Ewuwer all learners to contribute and succeed in a chanﬂinﬁ world. ©
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"Teachers open the
door, but you must
enter by yourself."

-- Chinese Proverb

STUDENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Social Workers:

The social workers of
PSHS are excited to be
offering a wide variety of
Self Help Groups for our
students. The groups that
are currently being of-
fered are groups focusing
on the following topics;
Anger Management, Girl
Empowerment, Grief-Loss
-Trauma, Healthy Rela-
tionships, Motivation,
Social Skills, Stress Man-
agement, Young Mothers,
and Teen Power. There is
still time to recommend
your student for one of
these groups. Please con-
tact Ms. Neugebauer, Mrs.
Scholtes, or Mr. Watson if
your student is interested
in being a part of one of
these groups.

Peer Buddy Program has
arrived at PSHS.

You may be asking,
“What is a Peer Buddy”
Program? As parents,
you recognize the role of
friends in your children’s
life. For some students, it
is difficult to make
friends. Other students
may need assistance de-
veloping social skills.

The Plainfield South High
School Peer Buddy Pro-
gram is a program for stu-
dents with special needs
to be paired with a high
school student, “Peer
Buddy”. The peer buddy
will become a friend; they
will be a positive role
model for their student;

they will help your child
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develop a sense of belong-
ing, increasing your
child’s self esteem.

The goal of the peer
buddy program will be to
help bridge the social gap
between peers with and
without special needs and
to foster friendships in our
school community. Over
60 Peer Buddy applica-
tions have been received
and the program is going
to begin in October.

Please feel free to contact
Ms. Neugebauer with any
questions at:
mneugeba@psd202.org

STUDENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Career Vision:

Student Services is spon-
soring an evening with
CAREER VISION on
October 27 at 7 PM in the
school auditorium. The
program entitled,
"Planning Now for Your
Teen's College and Career
Success", is especially
timely for all students and
their families. We look
forward to being with
you.

College Information:

Seniors looking for college
money should visit
www.prephg.com and

WWW.careercruising.com

(financial aid selector) for
scholarships. Students
should also check with the
financial aid office of the
college or university you
will be attending. Check
out the College Career
Center in room 300 during

lunch hour to look at
Scholarship books and

online resources.



mailto:mneugeba@psd202.org
http://www.careercruising.com

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

ACT plus Writing Minute:

Goal: To measure student writing skills with emphasis on organization and effective communication
Components: One Essay Prompt, 30 minutes

Dos:

Carefully Read the Prompt

Plan (create a quick list; outline to organize your thoughts)

Answer the Question (explain your point of view in clear, logical way; address the opposition)

Check your Syntax (how you use words to create meaning-word order, word choice)

Print (if the response is illegible, it will not be graded)

Proofread

Practice (time yourself-use practice found on line or ask your English teacher for samples)

Donodt s:

Skip the Writing Assessment

Worry if you are “right” or “wrong” (this is a test of your writing skills)
Spend more than three or four minutes planning

Leave your seat during the test (you will waste time)

Panic

Worry over spelling (while this is not graded, do your best to spell correctly to convey your message)

English Talk (Start a Conversation with your Student):

O Ask your freshman about foreshadowing (?How does the hunted become the victor?) in story The Most
Dangerous Game

O  Ask your sophomore about The House on Mango Street (?What is a vignette?)

O Ask your junior in American Literature about persuasive techniques (?What is an emotional appeal?)

Ask your senior in Contemporary Literature about who might fly over the cuckoo’s nest?

Get involved with your English student and read with him or her. Join in the literary dialogue and talk to your student about
the conflicts, the characters, and the lessons in the novel, poem, short story or play he or she has been dissecting in English

class. Create your own book club at home. Contact sstashak@psd202.org for more information.


mailto:sstashak@psd202.org

